
JESUS IN 1 JOHN: OUR COMMUNION WITH GOD
DISCUSSION GUIDE

OPEN BY READING 1 John 2:1-2 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if 
anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. NIV

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
 1. Does Jesus’ advocacy encourage you to seek him when you sin? Why or why not? 
 2. How has knowing God changed your heart and life? 
 3. How have you and others noticed the difference? 

1 John 2:3-5 We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. 4 Whoever says, 
“I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that person. 5 But if 
anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. This is how we know we are in 
him. NIV

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
 4. Why is it not possible for true Christians to live in constant disobedience to God? 

1 John 2:6-11 Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did. 7 Dear friends, I am not writing you 
a new command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the 
message you have heard. 8 Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and in you, 
because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining. 9 Anyone who claims to be in 
the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the darkness. 10 Anyone who loves their brother and 
sister lives in the light, and there is nothing in them to make them stumble. 11 But anyone who hates a 
brother or sister is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness. They do not know where they 
are going, because the darkness has blinded them. NIV

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
 5. Why do you think John emphasizes our love for other Christians as much as he does? 
  How has your love for other Christians changed since you first placed your faith in Jesus? 
  How does being involved in community with other believers (or not) affect your faith? 

PRAYER TIME:
 • Encourage everybody to be honest about their sins and mistakes reaching out to our 
  Advocate in heaven. 
 • Pray that God would illuminate any area of darkness in our lives. 
 • Pray that God would gracefully develop deep and meaningful relationships in the group 
  throughout this study. 

ACTION POINT:
John places a huge importance on love and Christian community. This week, spend some time with 
your group to connect outside of your weekly meeting—at someone’s home, a café, or a restaurant. 
Encourage your group to use these hangout times to share their personal stories of their relationship 
with God. 


