
1 THESSALONIANS
JESUS IS THE COMING KING WHO WILL RETURN

Ice Breaker: How did God get your attention and expose you to the message of the Gospel? 

Paul’s reason for writing the Thessalonians is unlike most of his other letters. One of his primary goals 
was to applaud how well they were doing. They were open to the Gospel, received it, and began to 
apply it to their lives. As leaders, it’s vital that we encourage those that are applying the gospel to their 
lives, rather than always focusing on those that are struggling.

Thessalonians also demonstrates how quickly God changed these people. Only a few months be-
fore, the Thessalonians were lost. A few months later, they had become models “to all the believers 
in Macedonia and Achaia” and later their “faith in God [had] become known everywhere”. May we all 
grow spiritually becoming a wonderful model for others to see!

Ask somebody to read 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10. 

In verse 2, Paul says that they always thank God for them continually and pray for them consistently. 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:
 1. How could constant prayer affect your relationship with friends or people who you may 
have a rough relationship with? 

In verse 3, Paul speaks about “labor prompted by love” and “endurance inspired by hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:
 2. How do you describe “labor prompted by love?” Give some specific examples.

1 Thess 1:6-7 says, “You became imitators of us and of the Lord” and “you became a model to all the 
believers.”

DISCUSSION QUESTION:
 3. What are some areas of your example that would be good for others to follow and ex-
press to others? 

In 1 Thess 2:7-12 Paul uses the analogy of a Mother and Father.

DISCUSSION QUESTION:
 4. What are characteristics of a good Mother and Father?
 5. How do those characteristics play into caring for people in the right way?
 6. Have you ever experienced this with people in a Christian ministry?
 7. What is one area you want to work on to be a better example for others?

Conclude by praying specifically for any areas people share they need God’s help to improve their 
example.


